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The Complexity of Six Finger Holes 

 

Well known flutist Joanne Lazzaro and her band Dreamcatcher offer an 

evocative performance on some of the most complex music ever heard. 

Lazzaro and friends take on the multifaceted music of the late composer 

Katherine Hoover on their latest release Canyon Shadows. Hoover was a 

recognized flutist and composer based in New York City. Canyon Shadows 

– a five movement Suite for flute, Native American flute and world 

percussion, contains subtexts from nature, Native American music, and medieval elements. This 

is her music, originally written for the Grand Canyon Music Festival in 1999, but never recorded 

until this world-premiere recording. Lazzaro who is somewhat of a perfectionist herself seems to 

extract many of the nuances of Hoover’s compositions, some hidden and some obvious. 

However, Joanne does not do this alone. She had the competent help of Dreamcatcher, consisting 

of Terry Wolff on jazz flute and Dean Hinckley on percussion. Together they make music that 

resounds from the valleys, bounces off the skies, and ends up deep in our spirits. The album 

consists of two sections. The “concert version” of Canyon Shadows is five tracks of compelling 

Native American and ethnic fare with complexities and animation woven together into a musical 

mantle of natural beauty. And the Nature Mix Bonus Tracks offer the three slow tracks with 

different perspectives compliments of Joanne Lazzaro. 

The opening track, Searching, seems to have a vein of mystery about it. Its very essence seems 

to come out of the mists and envelop the listener, warm and cool, far and distant. Lazzaro and 

Wolff form a duet of complementary ambient echoes. Are they searching for each other or for 

something more?  

Moving In has a lively cadence, a bit of a march of you will, but it is a sunny, eclectic tune with 

a bit if dissonance about it. The two flutes dance around each other as if they are challenging 

each other for dominance. The singularity settles out as harmony regains its place. It is the music 

of changes, beginnings, and consequences.   

Echo epitomizes the kind of Native American flute music with which most people are familiar. 

Sometimes warbling, sometimes distant, it is the sound that bounces off the canyons and ascends 

into the universe(s). It is too short for my liking, but in it, Hinckley gets to add his distinctive 

sound.  

Tom toms create the beat in the tune Celebration. The tune is not as high spirited as I would 

have thought, but the festivity may be beyond the sound that I am hearing. There is certainly a 

regaling of the spirit that goes along with this animated theme. 



Rattles and what sounds like a fanfare opens the tune Dusk and there are variations of this song 

on the album. Lazzaro and Wolff offer dual polyphony in a movement that is sometimes 

lighthearted, but otherwise intricate in its structure. Their timing is faultless.   

It opens with thunder. Dusk - Desert Nightfall Mix although a variation on the previous theme, 

seemed very different to me and it was my favorite on Canyon Shadows. This track for some 

unknown reason put me in mind of Sergei Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf in where instruments 

take on the life of their characters. In this last track you can hear the coyote as he roams through 

the darkness, not ready to end his day just yet. A thunder storm comes from the west and rain 

falls heavily to the earth. There are extraordinary musical conversations in this melody. Every 

member of the trio breathes life into this story.  

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the wonderful cover art for this album. Erica Fareio’s 

illustration is a wonderful textured line drawing with bold colors and plays on light and shadow 

that complement the music inside. 

Joanne Lazzaro and company have transformed Katherine Hoover’s elaborate compositions into 

a palatable and pleasurable work. What is has is equilibrium. It is like a triangular prism 

balancing on a single point of light. The symmetry makes its own unique sound in the universe. 


