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Michael Dulin, well known pianist and composer from 

Birmingham, Alabama has released a new album called Living 

in the Light. It is a remarkable album for several reasons. First, 

it contains Dulin’s meticulously crafted music. Music that is 

defined not only by its modest classical elements, but also 

drenched deep in faith. Second, it is a unique collection of 

hymns from different eras, from old-timey to modern. And third, 

it is Dulin’s own admission that he seeks redemption and an 

opportunity to Walk the Path by means of his music. I cannot 

think of a nobler endeavor. I am familiar with many of the songs, 

so I decided to review those that were relatively new to me.  

Michael Dulin is a classically trained pianist with a number of excellent recordings to his credit, 

but Living in the Light is a purpose driven work. Furthermore, it is dedicated to his mother, Joy, 

the person he credits the most for showing him, by glowing example, what it is to have faith. 

Michael opens the album with the song Be Thou My Vision, a tune made popular at the turn of 

the last century. It has its humble beginnings in Ireland, then England, then it came to America. 

The song asks for guidance and it seemed to be a fitting beginning for the artist’s quest for The 

Light. Beautifully phrased, it is a sweeping testament to what an open heart can do. 

It must be true that man cannot possibly comprehend how great the love of Jesus is, but it is a 

benefaction that we seek every day of our lives. Oh the Deep Deep Love of Jesus with its 

promise of Jesus’ Love takes on a new dimension under Michael’s careful articulation. The voice 

of the piano is almost reticent as it sings this hymn. 

“O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 

love of ev'ry love the best; 

'tis an ocean vast of blessing, 

'tis a haven sweet of rest.” 

Englishman Edward Mote was a cabinetmaker and a hymn writer from the middle 1800’s. He 

penned My Hope is Built on Nothing Less in 1834. The tune we know now became popular 

during the American Civil War when adapted by William Bradbury. The idea that a man’s house 

should be built on stone and not sand indicates that Jesus is of course, the rock. The humble, but 

joyful tune brings out the spirit of Vince Guaraldi. Guaraldi is the well-known jazz and cinematic 

pianist behind every Charlie Brown animated feature. Dulin’s style is smooth and 

uncomplicated, the sentiment strong.  



With what might be termed a Broadway flourish, Michael offers up what is often called the 

Hymn of Hymns, a reverent rendition of Holy, Holy, Holy. The title is a testimonial to the 

Trinity and it is one of the most popular hymns sung in the last century. The lyrics are by 

Reginald Heber, but the music is by John Bacchus Dykes. It is one of the tunes where, although 

the lyrics are a powerful reference, the music stands on its own. Michael’s use of the lower 

registers adds pomp and power to the tune. 

I listened to Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing with rapt attention. I think it became my 

favorite on Living in the Light. The music itself was a beautiful tune that could make anyone 

pensive and comforted. It has a reflective quality to it that just invites you to examine your own 

thoughts and maybe offer a silent prayer. It was if anything, soul soothing. 

Michael Dulin has taken the singular gift of grace beyond the four walls of any physical church. 

Through his music, his songs of praise and worship on Living in the Light, he has invited the rest 

of us to seek our own path. It is not so much as a nudge as it is an open hand or an open door. 

The wonderful thing about hymns is that they always offer hope and comfort. Michael Dulin 

could do no less as he offers a path for all of us.  

Rating: Very Good+ 

 

 

 

 

 

Highly-acclaimed pianist and composer Michael Dulin offers his latest work, Living in the Light 

- Hymns of Faith for Solo Piano, a collection of 14 familiar and well-loved hymns. The reverent 

collection adds not only another scintillating solo piano performance to his repertoire, but also 

offers a four hundred year chronical of time honored hymns to treasure. Using his deeply seated 

classical roots and even deeper faith, Dulin creates works that are as reverent as they are 

poignant. He infuses the music with elements of love and devotion that that inspire and comfort. 

Additionally, we are witnesses to Mr. Dulin’s personal search and glorious discovery of the 

meaning of grace through his music. 

 


