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You might as well book a flight right now. After hearing flutist 

Ron Korb’s newest release World Café, you’ll want to be 

somewhere. His new music is full of energy and a lot of romance. 

So get two tickets. World Café is Ron’s follow up to his 

wonderful album Asia Beauty. Where Asia Beauty had lots of 

nuances and intangibles, this one is defiantly organic and ethnic. 

The twelve tracks have flute, guitar, piano, and many other 

acoustics to set the mood of sunny days, sultry nights, and 

everything in between.  

The recording opens with Bailar Conmingo and you cannot not help yourself. You want to get 

up and dance, hold someone close, and swirl until you are dizzy. Ron’s flute leads you into a 

world of high spirits and joie de vivre. There is something warmly familiar about this tune. 

Hear the accordion as it echoes through the streets. Imagine yourself in a tiny café on la Rue de 

l'Ancienne Comédie, shoulder to shoulder with other pairs of lovers. You order something quick 

because you want the waiter to go away. You can’t wait to stare into her eyes. Ah, such is 

romance. You can feel it in the song Sans Regret. You touch her hand and your heart dances to 

the music. Ron uses this theme on three different variations on the album. 

Island Life was right up my alley. I spent a lot of time in Hawaii and the vibe of Ron’s song put 

me smack dab on the Big Island driving around on a sunny afternoon just looking for the right 

beach. Ron’s ocarina makes the song jaunty and fun.  

My favorite on Ron’s album is called Patagonia. The music captures the diversity of a little 

explored land. Patagonia must be South America’s best kept secret. No TV commercials, no 

radio ads, but it is one of the most mysterious places on earth. It has ancient trees, dinosaurs, and 

glaciers and that’s just for starters. It also has the brightest stars that you can ever see. The 

mountains are high, the wine is sweet, and life is good. All that? Well, I heard that in the music. 

Kudos to the guitarist. 

New Orleans starts out with a rumble of drums like something out of the sixties (Let there Be 

Drums – Sandy Nelson). Lots of energy, lots of hoopla. It’s a swing tune. This anachronistic 

bebopper has some great piano courtesy of Bill Evans countered well with bass by Steve Lucas. 

It is testament to a city overloaded with electricity at any given hour. Thanks to Larry Crowe for 

the drumming. Another favorite.  

Head south next. Way south. Deplane in Rio de Janeiro and hear the song, Carnival. Ron’s tune 

is full of excitement and cheerfulness. The Spanish guitars dance with the flute to give life to the 



music. It is a never ending celebration to a place where life is lived to its fullest. When the last 

note sounded, I pushed repeat. 

Sans Regret Reprise and Sans Regret Finale are variations with more accordion and piano. I 

can understand why Ron kept using the themes as it represents to best of times, but hidden in the 

notes is a sadness that is left unsaid.  

As in Asia Beauty Ron Korb goes all out on every track, putting in more emotion, more 

complexities, and more feeling than he has to. There is not much that is subtle about World Café. 

It is celebratory expression of life. I liked it for its diversification. It is music that is applicable in 

many parts of our world. It liked it for its vitality. Life should be like that all the time or when we 

can make it so. Highly recommended. 

 


