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The Promise of Love, Light, Laughter  

From the first line of the first song, I was smitten by Chandrika 

Tandon’s new music called Shivoham - The Quest. The beauty, the 

depth, and the emotion that this music evoked was, well, almost 

overwhelming. In the last five years I have had the pleasure of 

reviewing a number of artists from India, but I think I have finally 

met the penultimate composer in Chandrika Tandon. The album 

consists of three discs all centering on the Quest. It is a chronology of 

Tandon’s search for the “Light”. It is an epic journey. The discs are 

labeled as three movements - Yearning, Searching, and Connecting. 

That’s four songs on each disc that suggests that the Quest has three stages with a multitude of 

tangents. Using various choruses and musicians from around the world, and singing in English 

and in Hindi, and including centuries Old Sanskrit prayers, Tandon has managed to musically 

bridge the gap between East and West. This bridge is constructed of beauty and light. 

Throughout the work, we are gifted by the power and crystalline beauty of Tandon’s voice.  

Yearning 

There comes a time when you realize something is missing from your life. You just know there 

is an empty place in your heart and it needs filling. Bansuri flute and Tandon’s clear, hypnotic 

voice releases the first cut, Songs of Beginnings. The hollowness is a real thing, not easily filled 

with busy work or holidays. It is a painful, disturbing emptiness that must be occupied. The 

vocal in the overture is heartrending, the prayer passionate and sincere. 

What seems to be ancient instruments and a soulful entreaty is the basis for one of my many 

favorites on Shivoham called Song of the Seeker. The English lyric goes, “I place all my trust in 

you my God, all my hope is in your mercy.” This is a universal concept, one that serves all, no 

matter what you call your God.  

Song of Yearning starts out sorrowful. The composition seems odd at first, almost a number 

from a Spanish musical, but Chandrika’s voice and the chorus combine to search for the Divine 

Love. The song turns into a dervish of emotion.  

Searching 

Using traditional instruments, male chorus, and voice, Chandrika’s first song on Searching is 

called Song of Destruction. The concept that energy can be neither created, not destroyed is 

tested. The quintessential element in this song is Chandrika’s voice. There is deliberate chaos 

and confusion in the tune, but is that not so in life? Especially during a crisis of faith as 

westerners call it.  



Guitarist Rumero Lubambo along pianist Martin Bejerano offer their unique stylings with a 

Spanish flare on the choral piece Song of Surrender. Along with full orchestra, strong piano, 

and a Bosa Nova beat, this song is a challenge for the senses. Chandrika’s singing is like that in a 

Western vesper, lamenting, and quite beautiful, but the melody is obviously Eastern. The balance 

is something awe inspiring. I was going to end here, but I had to include Song of the Teacher. 

This song made such a strong impression on me because of my personal beliefs; that everyone 

should be a teacher is some way. Tandon’s soaring vocal rises to the firmament while the chorus 

drones on. The song takes on a smooth jazz persona, something completely unexpected in 

Eastern music, but this is Tandon’s specialty, blending the possible with the impossible. Kudos 

to Martin Bejerano for his incredible piano rifts and Shubhayu Majudar for his skillful use of 

an instrument called the esraj, a complex violin of sorts.     

Connecting 

Song of the Light is the first cut and the music takes a gentleness from this point on until the 

finale of the Song of Blessing. The lyrics say: 

 “And I am far from home,  

Lead thou me on,  

Keep thou my feet,  

I do not ask to see 

The distant scene, 

One step enough for me.” 

It is a time of surrender to the Light, both external and internal.  

I don’t know two words of Hindi, but I was singing along with Song of Blessing as if I knew it. 

It was the high energy and emotion that just took hold of me. This is a celebration, a sense of 

pure jubilation. The music was dynamic and invigorating. Perhaps it is here that Chandrika’s 

pilgrimage culminates in Pure Light.  

Although Tandon’s journey is somewhat complete, it is still ongoing. That is how faith works. 

Shivoham - The Quest is an extraordinary work that balances voice and music on one side and   

emotion and faith on the other. This work is enjoyable on so many levels. The compositions and 

music are skillfully woven from a vivid, universal cloth. I can only recall one other album similar 

and that is Jonathan Elias’ The Prayer Cycle. The difference in Tandon’s album is the use of full 

orchestration and a definitive beginning, middle, and glorious ending. I can see this as a portable 

musical and the performances would be impressive. The recording is highly recommended.  


