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You will remember. 

I have to tell you up front, there’s nothing spooky about Fiona Joy’s 

new album Story of Ghosts. In this a particular case, ghosts are 

memories. Daydreams. Reminisces. Some ghosts plague your daily life. 

Some show up when you least expect them and some are hidden so 

deep that even you might not be aware of them. Fiona is Australia’s 

pride, and if I may, Joy, and she is one of the world’s best 

contemporary pianists and composers. Story of Ghosts is her thirteenth 

release and is setting the bar of contemporary instrumental piano. The 

arrangements on each of the tracks is strong, but thought provoking. The mood of the entire 

album is one that is sometimes enigmatic, sometimes nostalgic, but always conceptually 

masterful. She knows how to draw out emotion and create sentimentality from the keyboard, 

something she has been doing for more than fifteen years. Most of the music is piano with light 

accompaniment, while some have delicate vocals.  

Song for Dunnie, the first track, is lighter than most of the cuts on the album and although 

written to commemorate the passing of an old friend, is anything but funereal. There’s a flow to 

the melody, a sort of quiet warmth throughout.  

Story of Angels has some definitive neo-classical elements within it, but it maintains its 

lightness of being so to speak. It is the tale of invisible forces that pull you from dangers in your 

when you least expect it. It is the unseen hand on the shoulder, the feeling in the pit of the 

stomach, or maybe the little voice inside your head. Fiona’s tune is poignant and refined as the 

miracles in the music come about.  

One of my favorites on Story of Ghosts is called The Solo Tango. Primarily, there is something 

brooding about the tune, but I keep coming back to it and want to listen to it over and over. There 

is a duality deep in the notes. To me it suggest that there are times when we might be fighting 

ourselves with plagues of conscious, an overabundance of emotion, and a myriad of fears and 

self-doubt. Fiona’s solo piano tune is hauntingly beautiful, but a strong reminder that it is up to 

us to choose wisely and grow carefully as we navigate this corporeal path. 

The White Light and the title tune, Story of Ghosts are the changing points for the album. The 

music gets more understated, more thoughtful, and wholly furtive and it is unexpected, but 

understandable within the context of the theme of the album. Our past haunts us, our present 

challenges us, and our future, well our future intimidates us. Fiona’s mesmerizing tune, Story of 

Ghosts is meditative, conceptual, and dynamic. Every note suggests “what if”.  

Starting out with a discordant motif, The Story of Insanity gains clarity before the end. 

However, it is a dark, bluesy tune with a great deal of tension. The melody is heavy, but not 



overpowering. There are moments of clarity and vestiges of hope, but it seems beyond the grasp 

of the common soul. I liked it for its ominous vibe. It created a balance that was needed over the 

ten tracks.  

The final track is called Before the Light and it is the return to music with lighter elements and 

introspective ideas. The melody is elevating without being cheery. The mid-tempo sound is soft, 

but you can still feel the edges. It is as if the mind has a new hold on what is to become, without 

letting go of the past. 

Of all the Fiona Joy albums if have reviewed, this may be my overall favorite. The emotion is 

strong and focused. The music is bold at times and there is a subliminal power to it all. The 

album comes full circle from light to dark then light again. The journey is one that we take 

during our lives. Some on a daily basis. We know there are memories that influence us, but 

sometimes we just don’t know why. Highly recommend. Put it on and remember.   

 


