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After I first listened to composer Gerhard Daum’s new album 

Rural Renewal, I thought he had written it with me in mind. The 

music characterizes the mountains and forests of Tennessee and 

places close by that I love and Gerhard might not have visited 

here, but he certainly knows how to make music about it. How 

many German composers use Dobro guitar in their work? I know 

of one now. Rural Renewal is twelve tracks of charming and 

dynamic contemporary music with a cinematic twist which 

represents Daum’s musical career as a film and TV tunesmith.  

Every track has a story written into it, a product of Daum’s familiarity both in America and 

Germany. Apparently, he spent a lot of time outdoors.  

The opening track is called Best Friends. The friends in this song are the open sky, the green 

carpet of grass under our feet, and the sense that everything comes together in our lives once we 

surrender to the earth. The light plunking in the beginning of the tune is almost like a rain shower 

as guitar and fiddle combine like a song of welcome. 

The fiddle in the opening of the title tune, Rural Renewal is a musical gate way to any place 

your mind can think of, a prairie in mid-America, a savannah in Africa, or a steppe in northern 

Europe. And like any of these places there is an openness, a vastness as far as the mind’s eye can 

see. Daum’s tune is expansive without physical boundaries and that kind of liberty is transferred 

to the listener. Safe Haven was a lot livelier than I anticipated and of course, it is a universal 

concept that applies to individual fantasy. The bubbling bass and guitar number with a bouncing 

cadence offers the mind a kind of freedom to go anywhere you care to. There no zip code for this 

sort of thing, it’s all in the attitude. With a melodic piano intro, Smooth Sailing comes along 

with a breezy, Bosa Nova beat and a calming, effortless melody that soothes the psyche. The 

afternoon sun sparkles on the waves as the sound of snapping canvas and the rush of water give 

us a delightful distraction, at least in my mind. Gerhard lets the ocean do its magic with his 

rhythmic, masterful guitar while strings accompany us across the water somewhere … well, 

that’s for you to fill in the blank.       

Early Sunrise takes its time, just like the planet does as light and warmth coalesce at the 

beginning of each new day. In the music I imagined the fresh pastel sky taking on a new cloak of 

fiery gold and copper as the sun comes over the mountain. Light and heat permeate the day and 

the miracle of life begins anew. All this as Gerhard’s wistful guitar sings a soundtrack of never-

ending newness.    

Imagine a flowing guitar piece, a bit of bass to give it color and then get in your car and drive. I 

was on highway 321. On each side of me were grassy fields, golden bales of hay, and woodlands 

that bespoke of a thousand shades of green. It was the perfect time for the song Scenic Route. I 



take back roads and mountain trails for my own pleasure. I am fortunate to live in the country 

and I am always in awe of the beauty around me. It never gets old. I have to admit I played this 

track a number of times. It just seemed to fit in with my wanderings in perfect harmony. It was 

certainly one of my favorites on Rural Renewal.  

The final cut is called Hidden Valley. It is as if Gerhard, with his placid guitar melodies, had 

been shepherding us all along and we have reached our destination. Or perhaps we have come 

full circle. This a quiet, gentle tune that has a finality to its sound. It is peaceful without being 

soporific.  

In every track I can feel Daum’s experience as a film score composer. Each track is filled with 

veiled emotion. The collection itself is as promised; a dozen soundscapes that allows you to find 

a place where mind and body can rest and be reinvigorated by the ordeal. I greatly recommend 

this album. Put it on and relax. You can return to reality tomorrow. 

  

 

 


